Application No. 09/719,153 
* Reply to Office Action of February 25, 2005 

REMARKS/ARGUMENTS 

Favorable reconsideration of this application as presently amended and in light of the 
following discussion is respectfully requested. 

Claims 1-11, 13-18, and 20-21 are pending in the present application. Claims 1 and 
1 3 have been amended by the present amendment. 

In the Office Action of February 25, 2005, Claims 1-11, 13-18, and 20-21 were 
rejected under the separate written description and enablement requirements of 35 U.S.C. 
§ 1 12, first paragraph. However, the Examiner's answer mailed February 1, 2006, indicated 
that the rejection under the enablement requirement of 35 U.S.C. § 1 12, first paragraph has 
been withdrawn and only the rejection of the claims under the written description stands. 

In view of this indication, independent Claims 1 and 13 have been amended to recite 
that a coating material coats fibers in a portion of a fibrous material over a thickness of 
between 30 and 50 nm, which is comparable to a mean size of particles of at least partly 
crystallized titanium oxide in anatase form. The claim amendments find support in the 
specification at page 14, lines 1 1-12, at page 14, lines 35-36, and at page 15, lines 23-24. No 
new matter has been added. 

In this regard, it is noted that the Examiner's answer of February 1, 2006, indicated in 
the Response to Arguments section on page 4, that the claims compare the crystallites with 
the coating material instead of comparing the particles with the coating material. Thus, it is 
believed that the present amendments are in line with the indication noted above in the 
Examiner's answer. 
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Thus, it is believed that the rejections of the Office Action of February 25, 2005 are 

overcome and this application is in condition for allowance. Accordingly, an early and 

favorable action to that effect is respectfully requested. 



Respectfully submitted, 



OBLON, SPIVAK, McCLELLAND, 
MAIER & NEUSTADT, P.C. 




Customer Number 



22850 



Gregory J. Maier 
Attorney of Record 
Registration No. 25,599 



Tel: (703)413-3000 
Fax: (703)413 -2220 
(OSMMN 06/04) 



Remus F. Fetea, Ph.D. 
Registration No. 59,140 



I :\ATTY\RFF\20S\20074 1 \20074 1 US AM RCE 1 2-3 1 -06 .DOC 



7 



